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that here was a test case for League action. Unfortunately Japan
was unlikely to attend to any lectures from Geneva unless the
lecture was backed by a serious threat of war from one of the
great powers, and none of them felt inclined to go to war about
the affairs of the Far East, especially as both the combatants
were equally anti-European in their ambitions. Great Britain
forbade the sale of munitions to either side, but this well-meant
effort proved futile as no other country followed her example.
As for the Japanese they went ahead and conquered Manchuria,
renaming it the Empire of Manchukuo, with a descendant of the
old Chinese Manchu line as a puppet emperor; and with that
for five years they were content. In 1937 &&? picked another
quarrel with the Chinese government and opened a war of
conquest on a far more extensive scale. Peking, Nanking (the
Kuomintang capital), Shanghai, Canton, Hankow, all fell into
Japanese hands. Chiang-kai-shek's government withdrew its
headquarters to Chungking, a thousand miles inland. But
Chinese resistance still (1941) continues, and what the upshot of
these events will be none can say.

Italy and Abyssinia. During the 'scramble for Africa" at the
end of the nineteenth century, Italy alone of the European
powers had incurred defeat at the hands of native Africans.
After acquiring the coastland colonies of Eritrea and Italian
Somaliland she attempted to conquer the mountain kingdom
of Abyssinia and was disastrously defeated at Adowa in 1896.
Mussolini, who had overthrown the very unsuccessful parlia-
mentary government of Italy in 1922, was determined to secure
this long-coveted prize, and he thought he could do it without
interference from outside. Britain would try to set the League
in motion against him, on the ground that Abyssinia was a
member of the League,1 but if Italy defied the League, France,
alarmed by the rising power of Nazi Germany, would not quarrel
with Italy over anything as remote and unimportant as Abyssinia.
That was, indeed, how matters worked out. During 1935 Musso-
lini contrived to work up a quarrel with Abyssinia and in October
his armies invaded tie country.

1 Strange to say, it was at Italy's request that^ Abyssinia had been
admitted to the League in 1923, Britain protesting against it on the
ground that Abyssinia was not sufficiently civilized for admission.